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Chuck Tackett’s jaw clenched and he
shook his head slightly as Gov. Matt
Bevin endorsed Tackett’s opponent in the
local March 8 special election.

“I will ask for your vote on behalf of
Phil Pratt,” Bevin told some 200 listeners
at Monday’s Georgetown-Scott County
Chamber of Commerce luncheon.

“I'would ask you to transcend your
party and vote the values that our state
needs,” Bevin, a Republican, said.

“You've got two good choices. You re-
ally do, as far as the caliber of the indi-
vidual. You’ve got two good people. But I
tell you I need men and women who are
business people... who are conservative,”
Bevin said.

Possibly without realizing it, Bevin
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Luncheon endorsement rankles candidate

“That was an ethics
violation.’

[ ]
Chuck Tackett
Democratic candidate for the
Kentucky House of Representatives

had opened a hornets’ nest, violating the
chamber’s policy of nonpartisanship.

Besides that, he made Tackett mad.

Tackett is the Democrat running to
replace newly elected Agriculture Com-
missioner Ryan Quarles as western Scott
County’s state legislature.

Pratt is the Republican in next month’s
special election.

Both were chosen by the local party
leaders of the 62nd House District, which

‘I thought it was agreat
speech.’

Philip Pratt
Republican candidate for the
Kentucky House of Representatives

includes all of Owen County, west and
southwest Scott County and a sliver of
northwest Fayette County.

“That was an ethics violation,” Tackett
claimed later, after Bevin’s completed his
remarks.

“Wrong time, wrong place,” Tackett
said.

“We’ll see what the chamber has to say

See Luncheon, 14

Top seed: Cardinals lock
up top spot in 42nd District
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Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin speaking Monday at the Georgetown-
Scott County Chamber of commerce luncheon.

Y-Corps Institute participants train at ECS

By Jerry Boggs
Georgetown News-Graphic

To say Elkhorn Crossing School was
humming with activity Saturday night
would not do justice to the scene there.

It was vibrating... thrumming... echoing
with laughter, cheers and the sheer en-
ergy of 225 teens making preparations for
an adventure.

The teens are members of the Y-Corps,
a service learning organization which
operates under the umbrella of the
YMCA. Starla Whitaker, engagement
project manager, described it as a sort of
teen AmeriCorps

The event was the organizations second
Y-Corps Institute, which helps prepare
the teens for their summer service trips
which will take place in July.

The 200-plus teens hail from around the
state, with a dozen from Scott County. A
handful of those are back for their second
year with Y-Corps. They're the wily veter-
ans, sharing their experiences from last
summer — things like what food to pack
and how to manage the long bus or van
rides.

“We are teaching them how to be a
team, how to fundraise, how to advocate,
what philanthropy means, how to do
meaningful service, and really just engag-
ing some of our best students in that pro-
cess,” Whitaker said.

The trips mix educational stops to sam-
ple the culture of the area being visited,
and service projects helping individuals
and groups.

For Amanda Johnston, meeting and get-
ting to know the people she was helping
was her favorite part of the experience.

“Hearing their stories and hearing how
people in different communities have the
same and different struggles and hearing
how their background and upbringing af-
fect them.”

Johnston, Taylor Fryman and Abby
Stone were together on a service trip
which took them into the southern United
States from Kentucky to Tennessee, South
Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana and Alabama.

The experience had a profound affect on
Stone.

“Ireally liked Memphis,” she said. “It
affected my future decisions with col-
lege. I met some people there who I'm still
Facebook friends with and I stilltalk to a
lot and they’ve given me advice about join-
ing Americorps, which I want to do after
college.”

The trip was all about servant leader-
ship, said Johnston.

from around Kentucky to Elkhorn Crossing School.

variety of ways, Fryman added.

“We worked with wildlife, we worked
with people with mental disabilities, we
painted a house ... and we got to learn
while we were doing it,” said Fryman.

“We also did educational stuff for us.
We saw a Shakespearean play in the park,
we got to rebuild houses in New Orleans
and learn about the history of Hurricane
Katrina.”

Perhaps the most educational aspect
of the trip was the chance to travel and
really get to experience the regions they
were visiting in a way most tourists never
could.

“AllT've every really wanted to do was
travel,” said Stone. “That’s what got me
into this.”

“You get to see the parts of the com-
munities that people don’t go to when
you’re on vacation,” Johnston said. “So
when we were in New Orleans, yes, we
had a traditional Cajun-style dinner, but
we also served in the lower Ninth Ward of

BOL balks

stroyed by Hurricane Katrina were still
in shambles. You could still see the spray

paint were FEMA came through.

“It’s really cool to see the other side of

the culture of these places.”

Much of Saturday was spend in class-
rooms at ECS, learning the nuts and bolts

of the Y-Corps program.

All that studying made for a lot of pent-
up energy, which organizers sought to

burn off with the Y-Corp Olympics.

The participants broke into their geo-
graphic groups, which correspond to the
destinations of their service trips. Groups
were also divided into those bound for
locales inside Kentucky and others travel-

ing farther abroad.

The teens sang and cheered loudly —
very, very, very loudly — while pretend-
ing to sit on their bus. They raced to get
into their sleeping bags, then raced to
pack and stow the bags. Another event
featured relay races to gather and sort

E
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The enthusiastic efforts of a Y-Corps participant, at right, leading a cheer, draws laughter and applause from
members of his team on Saturday during the second annual Y-Corps Institute, which brought 225 students

over fence
construction
at Lemons

Mill

By Dan Adkins
Georgetown News-Graphic

The Scott County Board of Education
balked Thursday at okaying the erection
of a fence at Lemons Mill Elementary
School that hadn’t been presented in pre-
vious plans for the school.

School district Facilities Manager
Mike Luscher said the fence would fulfill
an agreement with the Amerson Orchard
residential development owner, Dennis
Anderson.

“This is for the east side of the prop-
erty, from the north to the south starting
at the tennis courts and ending where the
retaining wall is,” Luscher said.

The six-foot-high, 600-foot-long fence
would cost between $12,000 to $15,000,
Alliance Corp. project manager Tim
Geegan told the board.

“In the land agreement, it says (the
fence would be) acceptable to both par-
ties... There are stipulations in the land
contract,” he said.

“Well, this is not acceptable to me,”
board member Jennifer Holbert said.

When the school district was con-
sidering where to locate the property
for LMES, officials negotiated a land
exchange with Anderson that placed
the school just west of the subdivision,
Luscher and board Chair Haley Conway
told the board.

“I negotiated an additional five acres
with (Anderson)... for a baseball field and
a softball field,” Conway said.

“(The land swap) was not a selfless act
on (Anderson’s) part because he’s taken
a school and put it in the middle of his
subdivision, which is going to make his
subdivision far more attractive to poten-
tial buyers,” Conway said.

“I don’t remember ever, in any shape,
form or fashion, having a discussion ...

The teens pitched in to help others in a the city where a lot of homes that were de- See Y-Corps, 14 See Fence, 14
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Bevin asks locals to support his
proposed budget, praises area

By Dan Adkins
Georgetown News-Graphic

Kentucky Gov. Matt
Bevin asked area residents

Monday to press for legisla-

tive support for his 2016-18
biennial budget, which
includes a number of bud-
get cuts and offers a plan
to shore up state pension
plans for teachers.

“We have always bud-
geted just to cover our
basic costs over the imme-
diate projections over the
next two years,” Bevin told
some 200 local business
leaders, educators and gov-
ernment officials.

“But because things
sometimes happen that are
not expected, we end up in-
curring debt, whether it’s
a downturn in the market
(or) whatever the case may
be, that there’s no accom-
modation for because you

budgeted for a better-case
scenario than that,” Bevin
said.

“We now have tens of bil-
lions of dollars that your
children and grandchil-
dren are going to pay off
whether they want to or
not,” the governor said.

Bevin’s speech was seek-
ing to build local support
for the budget address he
gave to the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly two weeks
ago, in which he outlined
nine areas of $29 billion
in state spending and pro-
grams his administration
will scrutinize.

Those areas are shoring
up the state’s finances;
investing in education;
investing in the state’s
workforce; restoring sol-
vency to the state’s pen-
sion funds; safeguarding
Kentucky’s most vulner-
able citizens; protecting

first-responders; fighting
substance abuse; trans-
forming healthcare deliv-
ery; and maintaining and
renovating infrastructure
like roads.

“We can’t afford to have
30 percent of Kentuckians
on Medicaid. We can’t
afford it financially. It
doesn’t matter whether we
like it. It doesn’t matter if it
feels good. It doesn’t matter
even whether we need it,
sadly.

“If we don’t have the abil-
ity to pay for it, something
has to give,” Bevin said.

Bevin also said the state
must improve the work
skills of its residents.

“We have thousands of
skilled jobs that are going
unfilled in this state right
now,” Bevin said.

“It’s hard to believe,
when you think of how
many people are needing

work... More people like
us do not go to work every
day, than go to work every
day,” Bevin claimed.

“How sustainable is
that?” he said.

Bevin praised the
Georgetown area and
specifically its local lead-
ers during Monday’s
Chamber of Commerce
luncheon.”Everyone of you
is critical to the success
of this community, Scott
County generally, George-
town specifically,” Bevin
told about 200 local busi-
ness people, educators and
government officials.

“It’s unbelievably explo-
sive,” Bevin said about the
area’s growth.

“I want to see that con-
tinue to be the case,” he
added.

DAN ADKINS can be reached at dad-
kins@news-graphic.com.
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about that. I've never seen
anythinglike that in my
lifetime,” he said.

Pratt, who also attended
the Iuncheon, had a differ-
ent feeling.

After the governor left
and before the chamber
luncheon ended, its presi-
dent William Haugh said
flatly, “(The chamber is) a
nonpartisan organization
that does not endorse po-
litical candidates.”

He said he made that
statement on advice from
chamber Director Jack
Conner and its attorneys.

Pratt said, “I thought it
was a great speech,” and
chuckled.

Pratt indicated he would
support Bevin’s efforts to

LUNCHEON: Chamber
president addresses
crowd, says group does
not endorse candidates

gain control of state spend-
ing by trimming Medicaid
rolls, bolstering public
pensions and maintaining
much of the state’s elemen-
tary and secondary educa-
tion spending.

Meanwhile, Tackett later
released a statement that
did not address Bevin’s en-
dorsement of Pratt.

Instead, his statement
said, “I will focus on solv-
ing the challenges working
families and small busi-
nesses face and I will work
with Governor Bevin,
Speaker Greg Stumbo or
anyone else who is willing
to put their interests ahead
of any partisan political
interests.”

DAN ADKINS can be reached at dad-
kins@news-graphic.com.

Y-CORPS: Teens will embark on service trips this summer
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breakfast, lunch, dinner
and snack foods.

Though the screaming,
running and jumping
looked a little chaotic, there
was a method to the mad-
ness, institute director
Tracy Ingram explained.

“It all teaches a lesson,
about the Y-Corps culture
or tasks they’ll be doing
during their service trips,”
she said.

The gathering, which in-
cluded the teens, staff, and
volunteers camping out at
the school overnight, also
builds stronger teams. It’s
a bond that pays off in the
dog days of summer when
the teens are hot, tired
and sleeping at a far-flung
YMCA.

Those benefits were ap-
parent after last year’s in-
augural Y-Corps Institute,
Ingram said.

“We saw greater reten-
tion, record fundraising
and the teams got along bet-
ter,” she said.

The institute leaders
talked a lot about culture as
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Scott County Y-Corps participants include, from left, back row: Blake Sims, Claire Nickell, Morgan Rehm, Taylor
Fryman, Sam Showalter and Nick Worbleski; front row: Ana Poposki, Abby Stone, Carlee Denney, Bailey Cam-

pagnaand Amanda Johnston.

they strive to instill in the
teens a sense of investment
in the world around them.
“The idea is that when
you come to know and love

the culture you’re a part

of ... you’ll fall in love with
your state and you’ll con-
tinue to invest in your state
as you grow from a teen-

ager into an adult,” Ingram
said.

JERRY BOGGS can be reached at
jboggs@news-graphic.com.

FENCE: Board to review land swap deal with developer
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that we were going to bear
the full cost of that fence,”
Conway said.

Luscher said that An-
derson did not want the
athletic fields to include
lights. To accept the lights,
Luscher said, the developer
wanted a six-foot alumi-
num fence.

“(That fence) would have
been three times the cost,”
of a regular fence, Luscher
said.

Holbert then noted that
for the last two years, after
LMES'’s construction was
nearing an end, she has

repeatedly asked if the
project was finished.
“Never once did a fence
come up,” she said.
Planning and bonding
for the LMES project were
approved in late 2011 and
early 2012, a year before
Holbert and Jo Anna Fry-
man joined the board, and
before Vice Chair Kevin
Kidwell and Stephanie
Watson Powers came
aboard in January 2015.
But Luscher said the issue
didn’t come up because
he believed the construc-
tion manager had found a
prevailing-wage-law loop-
hole that would have let the

fence work proceed at a less
expensive rate.

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education, Luscher
said, recently required the
prevailing wage to apply to
this aspect of the project,
thereby requiring board
approval before the work
proceeds.

“That’s not been on any
specs. None of the specs
that we have has a fence
called for. None of it,” Hol-
bert snapped.

“I think we need to hold
off on the bid,” board Vice
Chair Kevin Kidwell said.

“I think we need to
hold off on all of it,” Hol-
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bert said.

The board agreed to
hold off on considering the
fence project until Luscher
provides materials from
the land-swap agreement
as well as project specifi-
cations approved before
Holbert, Kidwell and board
members Jo Anna Fryman
and Stephanie Watson Pow-
ers joined the panel.

The board’s next meeting
will be at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 18, at the Great Cross-
ing Office Complex on U.S.
460/Frankfort Road.

DAN ADKINS can be reached at dad-
kins@news-graphic.com.
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Muirs celebrate 50th

Stuart and Betty (Flora) Muir will celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary on Friday, Feb. 12.
The couple was married Feb. 12, 1966, at Southland

They will celebrate with a reception to be held Friday,
Feb. 12, from 5 to 9 p.m. at Best Western Inn, Gergetown.
The Muirs are the parents of two childen, Kimberly
Muir of Lexington and Marsha Muir of Lexington.
They have two grandchildren, Aaron and Hannah.
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