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Bluegrass Bill 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An act to abolish corporal punishment in schools in the state of Kentucky. 1 
 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: Corporal punishment is defined as punishment inflicted on a person’s body, such as caning, 5 
flogging or paddling. 6 
 7 
Section 2: The current law allows the “Use of force by person with responsibility for care, discipline, or 8 
safety of others,”  holds  pupils to a "strict account for their conduct on school premises” (161.180),  9 
and states the “Use of physical force by a public teacher or school administrator is justifiable if used to 10 
"maintain reasonable discipline in a school [or] class" and the force used does not create "substantial 11 
risk of causing death, serious physical injury, disfigurement, extreme pain, or extreme mental distress." 12 
(503.110)   13 
 14 
Section 3: This bill would forbid the use of corporal punishment in all school districts in the state of 15 
Kentucky, including but not  limited to paddling, caning or flogging. 16 
 17 
Section 4: This bill will require no funding. 18 
 19 
Section 5: This bill will go into effect immediately upon its passage.20 


